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1. Name 

hlstorlc Hote l  C i t y  Market) (VHLC File NO. 108-27)  

andlor e l i F 1 e 

Location 

GOO N&-mot 

Danvf l e  city, N / A  vicinity of 

5 1  t c i t y  1 590 

Classification 

- - X - 
building(s) - - - 

- --work - 
- - - 
- - 2 - 

- - - - transportation 

N/A - - I;_ i n 

4. Owner Property 

30s N ! state !kssachusetts 321 16 

Location Legal Descripti~n 

cou~house.reaistr~ofdeeds,etc. C l e r k ' s  
-. 

Danville 

eitv. Danvi l le  state rgTnia 

6. Representation Existing Surveys 
,- L 

N/ - federal - 

N/A 

N/A 

HPS Form 

United States Department of the . . 

National Park Service 
, --

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form entered 

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type a entries--completeapplicable sections 

D a n v i l l e  ( former ly  Mun ic ipa l  B u i l d i n g  and 

common Hot Danv 


2. 

street & number Main Street tor publication 

Itown 

stale Virg in ia  code county in code 

3. 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public occupied .agriculture museum 
private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial 
no military other: hous a 

Accessible 

of 

street & number 306 Dartmouth S t r e e t  

city, town ton 
 vicinity of 

5. of 

Office of the C i r c u i t  Court o f  Danville. VA 

street & number Courts and J a i l  Building C i t y  of 

town V i  

in 


title none known has this property been determined eligible? yes no 


date A state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



-
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent -deteriorated -unaltered X_ original site 
-good -ruins X altered -moved date N/ A 
-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (ifknown) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  i s  a h i g h - r i s e  s t r u c t u r e  composed o f  a c e n t r a l  tower and two 
smal ler axes, forming a V-shaped p lan.  Erected i n  1926-1928, t h e  Hote l  D a n v i l l e  
served as the  c i t y ' s  premier h o s t e l r y  and inc luded a cinema, the  Cap i to l  Theater.  
The p r i n c i p a l  b lock,  ten  s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  and rendered i n  the popular  Neo-Adamesque 
s t y l e ,  i s  located on a promontory i n  the  hear t  o f  D a n v i l l e ' s  c e n t r a l  business d i s -  
t r i c t .  Along w i t h  the  nearby Masonic Temple (19221, i t s  precursor ,  the  b u i l d i n g  i s  
D a n v i l l e ' s  p r i n c i p a l  v i s u a l  landmark, ab rup t l y  punctuat ing the  even hor izon o f  the 
c i t y ' s  "metropol i tan" sky l i ne .  The secondary b u i l d i n g  element, the, attached three- 
s t o r y  rec tangu lar  hipped r o o f  wing, o r  annex, on Floyd S t r e e t  i s  a v e s t i g i a l  p a r t  
of the  former Municipal B u i l d i n g  and C i t y  Market complex (c. 1890-1926), which 
once occupied the  e n t i r e  s i t e .  The Municipal B u i l d i n g  was removed i n  1925 t o  make 
way f o r  t i le  i i o te l  i l a n v i l l e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t n e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  c i t y o f f i c e s .  The annex 
was o r i g i n a l l y  designed i n  t n e  Homanesque Revival s t y l e  bu t  was a l t e r e d  i n  1926. 
Tile h o t e l  p o r t i o n  o f  the  complex i s  constructed about a s t e e l  frame and i s  faced 
w i t h  red tapes t ry  b r i c k .  C lass ica l  d e t a i l s  i nc lud ing  r u s t i c a t e d  banding, quoins, 
cartouches, and a parapet and roo f  balust rade,  a re  rendered i n  mo t t l ed  gray t e r r a  
co t ta .  The annex i s  a load-bearing masonry s t r u c t u r e  o f  common red b r i c k  l a i d  i n  
t i n t e d  mortar  and appointed w i t h  simple brownstone t r i m .  A unique cas t  t e r r a  
c o t t a  b u l l ' s  head m o t i f  adorns t h e  nor theas t  corner.  The i n t e r i o r  o f  the  h o t e l  
i s  i n  near o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  on the  lower l e v e l s  ( f l o o r s  one through three)  and 
conta ins an ornate  lobby, grand s t a i r  and mezzanine l eve l  appointed i n  the  Neo- 
Adamesque manner. F loors f o u r  through ten  contained e leva to rs  and guest rooms 
o f  und is t ingu ished arc t~ i tec~:ura l  q u a l i t y  now converted t o  apartments. The 
Cap i to l  Theater, which formed the  second ax i s ,  was a rec tangu lar ,  b o x - l i k e  
b u i l d i n g  envelope, whose p l a i n  b r i c k  wai I s  were e n t i  r e l y  unadorrled. This  p o r t i o n  
o f  the b u i l d i n g  was remodeled c. 1950 and the orches t ra  p o r t i o n  and stage were 
removed du r ing  C e r t i f i e d  uehabi i it a t  ion  i n  1982-83. The theater  entrance remains 
ex tan t  and cont inues as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the p r i n c i p a l  facade along.Main S t ree t .  
The Hotel  D a n v i l l e  was c losed and remained unoccupied a f t e r  1975. F ina l  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  the  s t r u c t u r e  was received i n  May, 1984 and the b u i l d i n g  
re-opened f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  apartment use. 

DESCRIPTION 

The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  i s  designed i n  the Neo-Adamesque a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e ,  perhaps 
more commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as the  Federal -Revival  s t y l e ,  popular  du r ing  the l a t e  
n ine teenth  and e a r l y  twen t i e th  centur ies .  The s t r u c t u r e  r e s t s  upon a two-and-one-half 
s t o r y  base a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h  r u s t i c a t e d  banding, rendered i n  mo t t l ed  gray, sa l t -g lazed  
t e r r a  c o t t a  designed t o  resemble gray g ran i te .  The same mate r ia l  i s  used f o r  the  
t r i m  throughout the  p r i n c i p a l  facades and con t ras ts  w i t h  the un i fo rm ly  colored,  red  
tapes t r y  b r i c k .  The eas t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  the  base conta ins s i x  bays along the f i r s t  
f l o o r  which descends t o  the  n o r t h  f o l l o w i n g  the steep grade o f  Floyd St ree t .  I n  
the  center  there  i s  a s i n g l e  entrance def ined by a pedimented doorway w i t h  a c l a s s i c a l  
en tab la ture  f lanked by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  Immediately t o  the  nor th ,  there are  two 
small s t o r e f r o n t s  which are  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  und is t ingu ished bu t  which conta in  s i n g l e -  
leaved glazed doors w i t h  transom l i g h t s  f lanked by narrow p l a t e  g lass windows. 

(see continuation sheet #1) 




8. Sianif icance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
-prehistoric -archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning -landscape architecture- religion 
-1400-1 499 -archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
-1500-1 599 -agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
-1600-1699 A architecture -education -military -social1 
-1700-1 799 -art -engineering -music humanitarian 
1L1800-1 899 2,-commerce -explorationisettlement -philosophy -theater 
1L1900- communications -industry -politicsigovernment -transportation 

-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates c irca 1890, 1927 BuiideriArchitect Clements , Chi sm & Parker/developer 
H.A. Underwood/architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) (W i l l i am M. Poindexter /archi  t e c t )  

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hote l  Danv i l le ,  located i n  south-centra l  V i r g i n i a  i n  the c i t y  whose name i t  
bears, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  l o c a l l y  w i t h i n  the broad p a t t e r n  o f  urban, i n d u s t r i a l  and 
socio-economic development and by assoc ia t i on  w i t h  D a n v i l l e ' s  ascendance as V i r g i n i a ' s  
l a rges t  regional  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t rade center  dur ing  the  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century. The 
c i t y ' s  t a l k e s t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  ten-s tory  Hote l  ,Danvi l le  i s  rendered ,in Fieo-Adamesque 
s t y l e  and i s  s i t u a t e d  upon the  h ighest  p o i n t  i n  downtpb~n,. The n~onumenta'l h i g h - r i s e  
s t ruc tu re ,  one o f  two such bui ld i 'ngs i n  the  c i t y  (Masonic Temple, 1922), i s  an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and v i s u a l  l indmark cont r i 'bu t ing  a cosmopolitan character  to dow'iiown 
D a n v i l l e  and i t s  urban sky l i ne .  The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  i s  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  the l oca l  
development fo rces  which accompanied the  na t i ona l  economic boom o f  the mid- and 
l a t e  1920s, immediately preceding the onset o f  the  Great Depression. The consol ida- 
t i o n  o f  the  c i t y ' s  tobacco warehousing and processing indus t ry  and the  r i s e  o f  the  
t e x t i l e  i ndus t r y  along the  Dan River,  combined w i t h  techno log ica l  improvements i n  
t ranspor ta t i on ,  communication and the r i s e  o f  entertainment t o  create,  by 1926, a 
market environment a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a mul t i -purpose,  commercial high-
r i s e  s t ruc tu re .  The h o t e l ,  e a s i l y  accessib le t o  t r a v e l e r s  and businesspeople 
disembarking from the  Southern Rai l road's  passengei' s fa t i ton  on ~ i a i ' ~ h & dSt ree t  
and tou r ing  m o t o r i s t s  us ing  the improved Piedmont Highway,, accommodated two hundred 
guests. Incorpora t ing  a' motion p i c t u r e  theater  i'n the  w e s t e r n p o r t  id" o f  the  b u i l d i n g  
(Capi to l  Theater) ,  the ho te l  a l s o  served as t h e  s i t e  o f  Dan3vi I le1s f i r s t  commercial 
rad io  broadcast ing s t a t i o n .  Included i n  the  p rope r t y  i s  the hotel '  annex, the  
v e s t i g i a l  element o f  the Municipal B u i l d i n g  and C i t y  Market complex (c.  1890) which 
former ly  occupied t h e  ;nt i r e  s i t e .  By 1926, expanding municipal government needs 
and a favorab le  economic c l ima te  necess i ta ted  the demol i t ion  o f  t h e  Munic ipal  B u i l d i n g  
and p a r t i a l  raz ing  o f  the C i t y  Market t o  accommodate the  Hote l  Danv i l l e .  The sur-
v i v i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  the  annex i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  bo th  through i t s  l o c a t i o n  as a h i s t o r i c a l  
f oca l  p o i n t  o f  community a c t i v i t y  and i t s  ( l a t e r )  assoc ia t i on  w i t h  Chism & Parker, 
Inc., owner/bui lder  o f  the  Hote l  D a n v i l l e  and the  f u r n i t u r e  f i r m  which was the  

b u i l d i n g ' s  pr ime tenant between 1928-1981. 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The owner and developer o f  the  Hote l  D a n v i l l e  was the  f i r m  o f  Clements, Chism and 
Parker, Inc. The f i r m ,  which o r i g i n a t e d  i n  D a n v i l l e  i n  the  18805, was the  c i t y ' s  
l a r g e s t  r e t a i l  f u r n i t u r e  e n t e r p r i s e  and occupied the  balance o f  the  commercial space 
i n  the b u i l d i n g .  Clements and Parker, Inc., managed the proper ty  u n t i l  1975, when 
the ho te l  was permanently closed. 

(see continuation sheet # 5 )  



(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #9) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 .187 acres 
Quadrangle name Danv i 1 1 e, VA-N. C. Quadrangle scale :24000 

UMT References 

Am16141316 i0101  14 10 15101015101 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Eastlng Northing 


Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion . , ,  

The boundary f o r  the  proper ty  i s  described i n  Deed Book 663, page 30, which i s  the 
legal  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  parce l .  The boundary i s  j u s t i f i e d  by v i r t u e  o f  the  f a c t  
the h i s t o r i c  s t ruc tu res  -0nntire 4U.L-o c c u ~ y  site.(-

Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/ A code 

11. Form Prepared By 

MNRP 

organlzatlon Closs Planning Consultants date J u l y  8, 1983 

street 6 number 4 B icentenn ia l  Square telephone (603) 224-67 14 

clty or town Concord state New Hampshire 03301 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

-national x-state -local 

As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nptional Historic Preservatlon Act of 1966(Public Law 89-
665), 1 hereiy nominate this property for Inclusion in the Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
accordina to the criteria and procedures set forth by the - A 

State Historic Praservatlon Officer signature 

H. Bryan M i t c h e l l  u I 
'"Ie Sta te  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  o f f i c e r  date October 16, 1984 

For NPS useonly . ~ , ,  . , .  . . . . . . . 

Ihereby ceriify that thls property Is included In the National Reglster 
. , .. , . . .,...., ..... 
. . . . 

: I date : I I , I : ,  ! 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 


Chief of Registration 
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The second s t o r y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  facades ( a t  grade a long Main S t ree t )  conta ins,  

from southeast t o  east,  t h e  entrances t o  the [ former] Cap i to l  Theater, ho te l  and 

f u r n i t u r e  salesroom spaces. The former are i d e n t i f i e d  by a  l a rge  metal marquee 

adorned w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  m o t i f s ,  suspended from the b u i l d i n g  on chains from decora- 

t i v e  ornaments i n  the  form o f  t e r r a  c o t t a  l i o n s '  heads above t h e  doorways. The 

o r i g i n a l  marquee o f  t h e  Cap i to l  Theater had been a l t e r e d  i n  1947 but  now has been 

res tored t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  con f i gu ra t i on .  The l a t t e r ,  the  entrance t o  the  f u r n i t u r e  

showroom o f  Clements and Parker,  Inc., a t  the  canted corner,  fea tures  an i d e n t i c a l  

element above a  deeply recessed doorway. 


The ho te l  entrance r e t a i n s  the  o r i g i n a l  wooden revo l v ing  door and pai red,  f l a n k i n g  

entrance doors, a l l  appointed w i t h  bronze o r  n i c k l e d  brass hardware. Tooled g r a n i t e  

steps serve t h i s  entrance frm the sidewalk. 


The bay i n t e r s t i c e s  f r o n t i n g  on t h e  corner o f  Main and Floyd S t ree ts  a re  composed 

o f  d i v ided  p la te -g lass  windows w i t h  r ibbed,  leaded-glass transoms above. Th i s  t r e a t - 

ment i s  repeated f o r  the  doorways w i t h i n  the recessed entrance. The showroom 

windows and transoms a r e  framed i n  bronze, d e t a i l e d  w i t h  a  c l a s s i c a l  molding p r o f i l e .  


The t h i r d  s t o r y  o r  lobby l e v e l  i s  charac ter ized by t a l l ,  l a r g e  round-arched windows 

con ta in ing  t h r e e - l i g h t - o v e r - t h r e e - l i g h t  sash and f i x e d  transoms w i t h  r a d i a t i n g  

muntins. These openings a r e  adorned w i t h  r u s t i c a t e d ,  r a d i a t i n g  voussoi rs  and 

p i l l o w e d  keystones. 


The f e n e s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  regu lar  throughout,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  the  balance 

and symmetry c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the  Neo-Adamesque s t y l e .  On the  f o u r t h  s t o r y ,  

window openings a r e  rec tangu lar  and u t i l i z e  transom l i g h t s  over double-hung sash. 

On the upper l eve l s ,  the  windows are  square. A l l  sashes are  e i g h t - l i g h t s  over one 

i n  wooden frames . 

Between the n i n t h  and t e n t h  f l o o r s  i s  a  t e r r a  c o t t a  corn ice  a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h  

cartouches located i n  every o the r  mu l l i on .  Th is  l i n e  i s  i n te rsec ted  a t  center  

between the  p r i n c i p a l  facades, by p a r a l l e l  quoin ing,  which de f ines  the  plane o f  the  

canted corner.  S i m i l a r l y ,  quoins enframe the  corners o f  the  p r i n c i p a l  facades on 

the  nor theas t  and southwest ends and are  returned upon the  t ransverse wa l l  planes 

(nor th  and west).  


On the  west e l e v a t i o n ,  s t o r i e s  one through four  a r e  p l a i n ,  u n a r t i c u l a t e d  b r i c k ;  

the  upper l e v e l s  o f  the w a l l  plane are  punctuated w i t h  th ree  bays. L i ke  the  p r i n c i -  

pa l  e leva t ions ,  windows are  eight-over-one double-hung wooden sash. The n o r t h  

e l e v a t i o n  repeats the  f e n e s t r a t i o n  o f  the  west s ide  on the  upper s t o r i e s  and abuts 

the  th ree-s tory  annex s i t u a t e d  a long Floyd S t ree t .  Each o f  these end e leva t i ons  i s  

d i s t i ngu i shed  by an o r i g i n a l  pa in ted  wa l l  s i gn  ("HOTEL DANVILLE - FIREPROOF") a t  

parapet l e v e l .  


(see continuation sheet # 2 )  
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Near t h e  base o f  the  s t ruc tu re ,  along the  west e l e v a t i o n  extended the  long, two-
s t o r y  h o r i z o n t a l  expanse o f  the Cap i to l  Theater, a l s o  f i n i s h e d  i n  p l a i n  red b r i c k .  
This  rec tangu lar  s t ruc tu re ,  which had a  f l a t  roo f ,  bore no e x t e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
ornamentation o r  window apertures. The rear  p o r t i o n  was removed i n  1982 as p a r t  
o f  C e r t i f i e d  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  

The rea r  a d d i t i o n ,  in t roduced as p a r t  o f  the  same r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  f o l l ows  the  form, 
scale, and massing o f  the  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  F i t t e d  against  t h e  h o t e l ' s  two rear  
wa l l s ,  the  a d d i t i o n  conforms t o  the s t r u c t u r e ' s  "V" plan. The a d d i t i o n  u t i l i z e s  
one-over-one windows w i t h i n  a  w a l l  plane o f  b r i c k  matching t h a t  o f  t h e  h o t e l .  

The r o o f l i n e  i s  de f ined by a  heavy masonry en tab la ture .  This  element i s  topped 
by a  ba lus t rade capped w i t h  urns above t h e  p r i n c i p a l  facades. A  broken swan's neck 
pediment w i t h  cartouche i s  located upon the  ba lus t rade r a i l i n g  above the  canted 
corner ,  behind which r i s e s  a shor t  s tee l  f lagpo le .  The f l a t  asphal t /gravel  
composit ion r o o f  i s  otherwise unadorned w i t h  the  except ion o f  an e leva to r  penthouse, 
f i n i s h e d  i n  stucco, and mechanical equipment f o r  t h e  heat ing  system. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the  h o t e l  i s  d i s t i ngu i shed  by the  expansive, o rna te  c e n t r a l  lobby, 
which i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  the  Neo-Adamesque s t y l e .  Th is  space i s  comprised o f  main f l o o r ,  
grand s t a i r  and mezzanine l e v e l .  The lobby i s  approached through a  w e l l  i n  t h e  
center ,  which serves bo th  p r i n c i p a l  entrances (Main and Floyd St ree ts )  and conta ins 
a  marble s t a i r  appointed w i t h  wrought- i ron ba lus te rs  and bronze r a i l i n g .  The 
i n t e r i o r  o f  the lobby, a f u l l  two s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t ,  i s  r i c h l y  adorned w i t h  molded 
p l a s t e r  ornament o f  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l s .  The o r i g i n a l  c o l o r  scheme has been maintained 
and expresses a  r i c h ,  polychromat ic  e f f e c t .  Broad, paneled p i l a s t e r s  and p i e r s  and 
a deeply co f fe red  c e i l i n g ,  enr iched w i t h  var ious  moldings, complement t h e  i n t r i c a t e l y  
pat terned t i l e d  sur face o f  the  lobby f l o o r .  A mezzanine balcony c i rcumscr ibes th ree  
sides o f  the  lobby area and i s  reached v i a  the  grand s t a i r ,  which r i s e s  a long the 
east  w a l l .  The s t a i r  i s  appointed w i t h  marble treads, a  wrought- i ron b a l u s t e r  and 
bronze r a i l i n g .  The monumental lobby space i s  i l l u m i n a t e d  w i t h  the  o r i g i n a l  sus-
pended brass luminai res.  The e n t i r e  lobby, i t s  fea tures  and o r i g i n a l  f unc t i on ,  
cont inue as i n t e g r a l  elements i n  the  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  ho te l .  

The balance o f  the  s t r u c t u r e ' s  i n t e r i o r  space on t h e  lower th ree  l e v e l s  and basement 
i s  devoted t o  several apartment u n i t s ,  a  smal l  lounge, serv ice ,  u t i l i t y  and mechan- 
i c a l  rooms. These areas fo rmer ly  contained k i t chen ,  laundry and u t i l i t y  c l o s e t s ,  
concession space, s t a f f  bathrooms and storage areas and were s imply f i n i s h e d  w i t h  
p l a i n  p las te red  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s .  The f u r n i t u r e  showroom o f  Clements and Parker, 
Inc.,  occupied t h e  commercial space along Floyd St ree t .  

The upper l e v e l s ,  f l o o r s  fou r  through ten, conta in  apartments which u t i l i z e  the  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  double-loaded c o r r i d o r  layout  and are  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  contemporary, 
f i r e - r a t e d  gypsum wal lboard surfaces. Hallways are  carpeted and the  b u i l d i n g  i s  
spr ink le red .  Previous f i n i shes / fea tu res  i n  h o t e l  guest rooms were the  r e s u l t  o f  
repeated remodelings over t ime and inc luded acoust ic  t i l e  c e i l i n g s ,  papered w a l l s  
i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  pa t te rns  and ca rpe t i ng  i n  co r r i do rs .  Doors were o f  o rd ina ry  one-
panel design, hung on metal frames. 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet # 3 )  
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The a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  lobby cont inues t o  be the  foca l  p o i n t  o f  the  
i n t e r i o r  o f  the  b u i l d i n g ,  bo th  i n  a decora t ive  and func t i ona l  sense. No o the r  
spaces o r  f ea tu res  o f  design o r  ornamental s i gn i f i cance  remained ex tan t  p r i o r  t o  
the  s t a r t  o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i n  1982. 

The (former) C i t y  Market o r  annex reveals o n l y  two e leva t i ons  (east and west) 
exposed t o  view, as the  b u i l d i n g  shares p a r t y  w a l l s  w i t h  the  ho te l  and the  s t a t e  
armory. D is t i ngu i sh ing  fea tures  o f  t h i s  eight-bay, rec tangu lar  red b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
inc lude masonry w a l l s  l a i d  i n  red t i n t e d  mortar  and a tunnel  which passes through 
the  lower (nor th )  p o r t i o n  o f  the b u i l d i n g  from grade (Floyd S t ree t )  t o  an inner  
cour tyard.  

The facade o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  de l ineated by a b r i c k  water t a b l e  a t  f i r s t - f l o o r  
window s i l l  l e v e l  and tooled,  rec tangu lar  brownstone s i l l s  and l i n t e l s  enframing 
t h e  window openings. A corbeled b r i c k  s t r i n g  course a t  the  t h i r d - f l o o r  l e v e l  
o r i g i n a l l y  inc luded Romanesque arches above the  windows. These were removed dur ing  
a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  1926 b u t  an example surv ives on the  west e leva t i on .  A corbeled 
co rn i ce  o f  b r i c k  inc luded d e n t i l s  and a p a r t i a l  en tab la tu re  caps the  w a l l  plane. 
On the second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  o f  both w a l l  planes a t  the  n o r t h  end, there  i s  a 
square, recessed panel i n  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l ,  corbeled a t  the  top. Wall d e t a i l s  a re  
repeated on the  west w a l l  plane. An important decora t ive  element, a  b u l l ' s  head 
cas t  i n  t e r r a  c o t t a ,  p r o j e c t s  from the wa l l  along Floyd S t ree t  near the  l o c a t i o n  
o f  the  o r i g i n a l  arched entrance, denot ing the  b u i l d i n g ' s  o r i g i n a l  f u n c t i o n  as the 
c i t y  meat market. An o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  furnace chimney, square i n  p lan,  
r i s e s  along t h e  center  o f  the  west w a l l  plane. 

The o r i g i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  the roo f ,  which i s  h ipped-s ty le  w i t h  a r idge,  remains. 
The b lack  s l a t e  sur face and octagonal,  louvered v e n t i l a t o r  fo rmer ly  mounted on the  
r i d g e  were p rev ious l y  removed (c. 1960). The roo f  i s  now c l a d  w i t h  b lack  aspha l t  
sh ingles.  P r i n c i p a l  entrances inc lude a f r e i g h t  d e l i v e r y  entrance on the  west 
e l e v a t i o n  and a secondary egress door w i t h i n  the  tunnel .  

A l l  o r i g i n a l  (pre-1926) i n t e r i o r  fea tures  and f i n i s h e s  had p rev ious l y  been covered 
o r  removed w i t h  the except ion o f  a decora t ive  pressed metal c e i l i n g  on the  upper 
f l o o r .  

The balance o f  the  space was used f o r  an o f f i c e  and f u r n i t u r e  salesroom by Clements 
and Parker,  Inc.,  and extended i n t o  the second and t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  the  Hote l  Oanv i l l e  
b u i l d i n g .  Th i s  space bore no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l i n g  and was t y p i c a l l y  f i n i s h e d  i n  
common, pa in ted  hard p l a s t e r .  Basement areas i n  a l l  areas have exposed concrete 
w a l l s  and a r e  o therwise  un f in ished.  I n t e r i o r  spaces i n  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  have a l s o  
been redesigned f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  apartment u n i t s .  

The s i t e  cons is ts  o f  a nar rowly  confined, inner  cour tyard  which has o n l y  one access, 
through the  aforementioned tunnel f r o n t i n g  on Floyd St ree t .  Th is  area, used f o r  
se rv i ce  and u t i l i t y  f unc t i ons  o f  the  h o t e l  and f u r n i t u r e  business, remains i n  use 
as a park ing  area and d e l i v e r y  entrance. The driveway cont inues (nor th)  through the  
adjacent s t a t e  armory b u i l d i n g .  

(see con t i nua t i on  sheet #4 )  
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The location of the Hotel Danville and previous use of the site as the city's 
Municipal Building and City Market are also significant in the broad context of 
Danville's urban development during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 
Prior to 1890, the site of the hotel belonged to the estate of Lewis A .  Yates and 
contained a residential dwell ing.] The lot was purchased by 
the city of Danville in the same year and the first Municipal Building was erected 
upon it. The new building was a two-and-one-half story structure, designed in the 
Romanesque Revival style by William M. Poindexter of Washington, D C . ~The structure 
is believed to have been built by the noted local architect-builder Thomas B. Fitz-
gerald. Fitzgerald, a dominant industrial figure in late nineteenth-century Danville, 
owned a major brickyard in the city and served as president of the Riverside Cotton 
Mills Company. 

The northern wing of the 1890 building, the first City Market, survives, albeit in 

altered form, and has served as an annex to the Hotel Danville since 1928. Better 

known as the "Curb Market," which derived its name from the early stalls set up 

along the street sidewalk, the City Market was, and continues to be, a colorful 

and popular institution in downtown commercial l ife.3 The present market is located 

one block north of the Hotel Danville. 


As a regional agricultural trade center, Danville's economy focused primarily on 
the region's chief commercial crop, bright-leaf tobacco. Danville, with steadily 
increasing urban population, also attracted local farmers to market produce and 
other basic foodstuffs directly in the downtown center. The City Market provided 
a place for the farmers to hawk their farm produce in a central location, obviating 
the need to peddle door-to-door. 

The City Market was displaced in 1926 by the demolition of the old Municipal 

Building and conversion of the (north) market wing for use as a furniture salesroom 

by Clements and Parker, Inc. The tradition of the city market was continued, however, 

with the erection of the new market building on Spring Street In 1935, half a block 

behind (northwest) the Hotel Danvi l le, opposite the present armory building. 


In spite of a general national economic slump following the First World War and 

depressed farm and cotton textile prices locally, Danville's population continued 

to grow. In 1925, Danville led Virginia's ei ht largest cities in the number of 

building permits issued for new construction.% During this period, it was deemed 

necessary to investigate the alternatives for expansion of the city's municipal 

government offices, room for expansion being unavailable on the existing site. 


A catastrophic fire occurred on January 3, 1920, and gutted many of the commercial 

buildings along Main and Union Streets in Danville's downtown core, destroying with 

it the Masonic Temple. Rebuilt and occupied in 1922, the new Masonic Temple contained 

offices, professional suites, retail space and masonic lodge rooms, and is recorded 

as Danville's first skyscraper and largest commerciai building.5 This significant 

design precedent, combined with the favorable national economic climate after 1925 

and the relative decline of the city's small, aging hotels were considerable 

determinants in the planning and design of the Hotel Danville the following year. 


(see continuation sheet #6) 
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Municipal p o l i c y  concerning the  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  c i t y  o f f i c e s  and combining them w i t h  
courtroom f a c i  1 i t i e s  coalesced i n  1926, r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  the new 
Municipal B u i l d i n g  on Pat ton S t ree t  a year l a t e r .  6 

On February 16, 1925, the  c i t y  so ld  the former Municipal B u i l d i n g  and C i t y  Market 
p roper ty  t o  the  fashionable Clements, Chism and Parker, Inc.  Over the  next  two 
years the  p r i n c i p a l  b lock  o f  the  o l d  munic ipal  o f f i c e s  was t o r n  down, l eav ing  on l y  
the n o r t h  wing ( C i t y  Market) ex tan t .  This  s t r u c t u r e  was remodeled by the  i n t r o -
duc t ion  o f  f i v e  i n t e r i o r  f l o o r s  f o r  salesroom use. Construct ion o f  the new Hotel  
D a n v i l l e  b u i l d i n g  was completed e a r l y  i n  1927, w i t h  t h e  Capi to l  Theater opening i n  
February o f  t h a t  year. The ho te l  opened i n  Ju l y ,  and Clements and Parker, Inc. ,  
whose business name had recen t l y  been abbreviated,  fo l lowed i n  August, 1927. The 
hote l  was designed by H.A. Underwood 6 Co., a r c h i t e c t s  o f  Raleigh, North Carol ina.  
The Angle-Blackford Company o f  Greensboro, Nor th  Carol ina and D a n v i l l e  was the  
b u i l d i n g  con t rac to r  f o r  the  p r o j e c t . 7  

The ho te l  was leased t o  the  W.R. Bar r inger  Hote ls ,  which decorated and fu rn ished 
the  i n t e r i o r ,  opening i n  October, 1928. The Capi o l  Theater was leased, fu rn ished 
and operated by a movie f i r m  from Washington, DC. The thea te r  was permanently 
closed i n  1978, r e f l e c t i n g  decl i n i n g  patronage and the  s h i f t  i n  consumer e n t e r t a i n -
ment preferences away from the  c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t .  

The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  operated success fu l l y  f o r  more than f o r t y  years i n  p a r t  due t o  
i t s  prominent l oca t i on ,  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  t o  t r a v e l e r s ,  and i t s  repu ta t i on  as a f i n e  
h o s t e l r y  along the  Piedmont Highway (US Route 29/Main S t r e e t ) .  The replacement and 
opening o f  t h e  new re inforced-concrete Nor th  Main S t ree t  Br idge on January 11, 1928 
was t ime ly  and g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  access through the  downtown area, lending 
convenience f o r  mo to r i s t s  des t ined f o r  the  h o t e l .  Among the  no tab le  personages 
who v i s i t e d  t h e  h o t e l  were Eleanor Roosevelt, Jus t i ce  S t i n e t  and Governors P o l l a r d  
through Tuck, and movie s t a r s  Greer Garson, Randolph Sco t t  and Lash ~ a r u e . ~  

I n  enter ta inment  and communications the  Hote l  D a n v i l l e  served as the  c i t y ' s  focal 
p o i n t  f o r  these rap id l y -evo l v ing  elements o f  twent ie th -century  technology. The 
Cap i to l  Theater, incorporated i n  the western p o r t i o n  o f  the  b u i l d i n g ,  opened i n  
February, 1927, and prov ided f i l m  enter ta inment  f o r  l o c a l  patrons and the  t r a v e l i n g  
p u b l i c  u n t i l  i t s  c losu re  i n  1978. The thea te r  a l s o  served as a p u b l i c  aud i to r ium 
f o r  many p u b l i c ,  business, c i v i c  and f r a t e r n a l  events over the  years, i nc lud ing  the 
Rotary Club. The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  was a l s o  the  s i t e  o f  the  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  r a d i o  broad- 
cas t i ng  s t a t i o n .  ID I n  1930, WBTM erected i t s  o r i g i n a l  t r a n s m i t t i n g  antennae atop 
the Hote l  D a n v i l l e ' s  roo f .  I n  1939, WBTM moved i t s  s tud ios  and o f f i c e s  i n t o  the  
b u i l d i n g ,  u t i l i z i n g  the  space along Floyd S t ree t  u n t i l  1954. 

The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  was c losed i n  1975 as a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  e s c a l a t i n g  opera t ing  
costs and d e c l i n i n g  patronage. I n d i r e c t l y ,  changing n a t i o n a l  preferences i n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  away from r a i l  and secondary highway t r a v e l  t o  a i r  serv ices and i n t e r -  
s t a t e  highway use con t r i bu ted  t o  t h e  h o t e l ' s  demise. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the d i f f u s i o n  o f  

(see continuation sheet #7) 
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new urban development i n  D a n v i l l e  t o  per iphera l  areas and along the  major highway 
c o r r i d o r s  (Routes 29 and 58) has l ed  t o  a  general weakening o f  t h e  economic s t reng th  
o f  the  downtown core. The Hote l  Danv i l l e ,  now adapt ive ly  re-used, remains representa- 
t i v e  o f  the  z e n i t h  o f  soc ia l  and economic advancement a t t a i n e d  by the c i t y  on the  
eve o f  the  Great Depression, a l eve l  o f  community weal th and i n d u s t r i a l  s t reng th  
never recaptured i n  the  post-war decades. 

The Hote l  D a n v i l l e  i s  an important a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monument r e f l e c t i n g  the greates t  
and f i n a l  urban development "boom" o f  the  e v o l u t i o n  o f  the  C i t y  o f  Danv i l le .  The 
longstanding and t r a d i t i o n a l  use o f  the  s i t e  as the  foca l  p o i n t  o f  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  
and soc ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  combined w i t h  the  v i sua l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  prominence o f  
the  present bu i l d ings ,  es tab l ishes  t h i s  p roper ty  as a s i g n i f i c a n t  element o f  
D a n v i l l e ' s  urban form. The m u l t i p l e  themes o f  l oca l  commerce and munic ipal  govern- 
ment development, the r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  l oca l  and regional  t r a v e l  and lodging 
pat te rns ,  and the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  techno log ica l  achievements i n  f i l m  entertainment 
and rad io  broadcast ing a r e  a l l  woven w i t h i n  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g .  

FOOTNOTES 

1 .  	 C a h i l l ,  Mary and Grant, Gary. V i c t o r i a n  D a n v i l l e  - Fi f ty-Two Landmarks: The i r  
A r c h i t e c t u r e  and H is to ry .  Womack Press. Danv i l l e ,  VA. 1977. P.  94. 

2. 	 The name "Wi l l iam M. Poindexter,  Washington, DC", appears on ( p a r t i a l )  o r i g i n a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawings o f  the D a n v i l l e  Municipal Bu i l d ing /C i t y  Market, located 
i n  the  Department o f  Engineering and Planning, C i t y  o f  Danv i l l e ,  VA. 

3. 	 Southland Magazine. "Danv i l le  Then and Now." "Our C i t y  Market - An I n s t i t u t i o n . "  
Fox Pub l ica t ions .  Danv i l l e ,  VA. 1966. P.  12. 

4. 	 Greater Danvi l  l e .  The o f f i c i a l  organ o f  the  Danvi ll e ,  VA Chamber o f  Commerce. 
Vol.  I, No. 4. May, 1926. P. 12. 

5. 	 Ha i rs ton ,  L. Bea t r i ce  W. A B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  Danv i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  1728-1954. 

The D ie tz  Press, Inc. Richmond, VA. 1955. P. 1 1 1 .  


6. 	 C a h i l l ,  Mary and Grant, Gary. V i c t o r i a n  D a n v i l l e  - F i f ty -Two Landmarks: The i r  
A r c h i t e c t u r e  and H i s t o r y .  Womack Press. Danv i l l e ,  VA. 1977. P.  94. 

7. 	 Greater Danv i l l e .  The O f f i c i a l  Organ o f  the  D a n v i l l e  Chamber o f  Commerce. 

Vol. I, No. 2, March, 1926. P. 1 .  


And 

O r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion- in -progress  photographs se t  (9 views i n  8 x 10 b lack  and 
wh i te )  1926. Located i n  the  Department o f  Engineering and Planning, C i t y  o f  
Danv i l le ,  VA. 

(see con t i nua t i on  sheet #8) 
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8. 	Correspondence from Hugh T. Clements, Clernents and Parker, Inc., Danville, VA, 

October 23, 1980, to John L. Allen, Myerson/Allen and Company, Boston, MA. 

Clernents was the agent for Clements and Parker, Inc., and sonT of Charles B. 

Clements, builder of the Hotel Danville, 1926-28. 


9. 	Ibid. 


10. 	50th Anniversary Souvenir 1930-1980. WBTM/1930. Danville, VA. Vertical file 

(Danville: Radio). Public Library, City of Danville. 
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Or ig ina l  cons t ruc t ion- in -progress  photographs se t  (9 views i n  8 x 10 b lack  and 
wh i te )  1926. Located i n  the  Department o f  Engineering and Planning, C i t y  o f  
Danv i l l e ,  VA. 

The 	name "Wi l l iam M. Poindexter,  Washington, DC" appears on ( p a r t i a l )  o r i g i n a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawings o f  the  D a n v i l l e  Municipal B u i l d i n g / C i t y  Market, located 
i n  the  Department o f  Engineering and Planning, C i t y  o f  Danv i l l e ,  VA. 
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Fountain, Clara G. D a n v i l l e  A P i c t o r i a l  H i s t o r y .  ( V i r g i n i a  Beach, VA: Donning Co., 
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1. 	 Sanborn Map o f  Danv i l l e ,  VA. 1899 
Sanborn Map Company 
1 1  Broadway 
New York, NY 

2. 	 I b i d .  1954 
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1 .  	 Construction-in-Progress photographic set (9  views) 1926. 

Department of Engineering and Planning 

City of Danville, VA 


2. 	Architectural Drawings - Danville Municipal Building/City Market 

Ibid. 


3. 	 Original Architectural Drawings of Hotel Danville 

Ibid. 
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ALL t h a t  c e r t a i n  rea l  p roper ty  i n  the C i t y  o f  Danv i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  

described as fo l l ows :  


BEGINNING a t  p o i n t  "A", as shown on P l a t  o f  Survey f o r  Clements, Chism & 
Parker, Inc.,  dated June 4, 1936, made by C. L. Scot t ,  C i t y  Engineer, o f  record 
i n  the C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C i r c u i t  Court o f  Danv i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  i n  Deed Book 166, 
page 508, a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  the nor thern  l i n e  o f  Main S t ree t  w i t h  the western 
l i n e  o f  Floyd S t ree t ;  thence along Main S t ree t  S. 490 25 '  . 78.5 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  
marked "B" on s a i d  map; thence N. 400 34 '  33" W.  208.07 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  marked "BB" 
on sa id  map; thence f o l l o w i n g  the w a l l  o f  the Armory Bu i l d ing  o f  C i t y  o f  D a n v i l l e  
N. 520 58'  E. 43.44 f e e t  t o  a  corner  i n  sa id  w a i l ;  thence S. 380 1 3 '  E. 11.96 f e e t  
t o  p o i n t  "E" on s a i d  map; thence N. 520 50' E. a long a  l i n e  which coinc ides w i t h  
the wa l l  o f  sa id  Armory B u i l d i n g  a t  a  p o i n t  12.04 f e e t  from Po in t  "E" i n  the  
d i r e c t i o n  above r e f e r r e d  t o  f o r  a  d is tance o f  67.49 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  "F" on sa id  map; 
thence s t i l l  f o l l o w i n g  the  wa l l  o f  the  sa id  Armory B u i l d i n g  N. 74O  06 '  E. 52.99 
f e e t  t o  p o i n t  "G" on sa id  map, a t  the  corner o f  sa id  Armory B u i l d i n g  and on the  
wester ly  margin o f  Floyd St ree t ;  thence along the wester ly  margin o f  Floyd S t ree t  S. 
150 21' E. 89.71 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  "ti" on sa id  map; thence cont inu ing  along Floyd S t ree t  
S. 140 46'  E. 95.57 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  "A" on sa id  map, and the  p lace o f  beginning; 
being, i n  f a c t ,  composed o f  a parcel o f  land conveyed t o  Clements, Chism & Parker, 
Incorporated, by the C i t y  o f  Danv i l l e  by i t s  deed dated February 26, 1926, o f  
record i n  sa id  C le rk ' s  O f f i c e  i n  Deed Book 130, a t  page 255, and a  second small 
t r i a n g u l a r  s t r i p  o f  land extending along the wester ly  boundary o f  Floyd S t ree t ,  
conveyed t o  Clements, Chism & Parker, Incorporated, by the C i t y  o f  D a n v i l l e  by 
i t s  deed dated J u l y  18, 1936, recorded i n  sa id  C le rk ' s  O f f i c e  i n  Deed Book 166, 
a t  page 401, less  a  p o r t i o n  o f  sa id  proper ty  conveyed as a fo resa id  and reconveyed 
t o  the C i t y  o f  D a n v i l l e  f o r  the purpose o f  cons t ruc t i ng  i t s  Armory B u i l d i n g  thereon 
and f u l l y  described i n  a  deed dated J u l y  3, 1931, recorded i n  s a i d  C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  
i n  Deed Book 149, a t  page 58, reference being made t o  sa id  deeds f o r  a l l  covenants 
and agreements t h e r e i n  contained. The sa id  proper ty  i s  sub jec t  t o  the a l l e y  
r i g h t s  over a  s t r i p  o f  land 16 f e e t  i n  w id th  and 21 f e e t  i n  w id th  i n  the  rea r  o f  
sa id  proper ty ,  reserved by the  C i t y  o f  D a n v i l l e  i n  i t s  deed t o  Clements, Chism & 
Parker, Incorporated, dated February 26, 1926 and recorded as a foresa id ;  and i s  
f u r t h e r  subject  t o  the p rov i s ions  o f  an Agreement between Clements & Parker,  
Incorporated, and American Nat ional  Bank & T rus t  Company o f  Danv i l l e ,  dated 
May 20, 1971, recorded i n  sa id  C l e r k ' s  O f f  i c e  i n  Deed Book 493, a t  page 282 
r e l a t i n g  t o  a  b a c k - f i l l  and conta in ing  c e r t a i n  covenants and agreements a f f e c t i n g  
the sa id  p a r t i e s  along t h e i r  common boundary, sa id  bank owning the  proper ty  along 
the nor thwester ly  s ide  o f  the  proper ty  o f  Clements & Parker,  Incorporated;  and i s  
f u r t h e r  sub jec t  t o  the encroachment o f  any po r t i ons  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  thereon upon 
p u b l i c  s t ree ts ,  a l l e y s ,  o r  otherwise. 
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